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for lifetime membership status with 
little or no dues obligation, and retired 
members may be considered members 
of the organization. 

(h) Members of local unions. Notwith-
standing the requirements of para-
graph (f) of this section, members of a 
local union are considered to be mem-
bers of any national or international 
union of which the local union is a part 
and of any federation with which the 
local, national, or international union 
is affiliated. 

(i) National federation structures. In 
the case of a membership organization 
that has a national federation struc-
ture or has several levels, including, 
for example, national, state, regional 
and/or local affiliates, a person who 
qualifies as a member of any entity 
within the federation or of any affiliate 
by meeting the requirements of para-
graphs (f)(1), (2), or (3) of this section 
shall also qualify as a member of all af-
filiates for purposes of paragraphs (d) 
through (i) of this section. The factors 
set forth at 11 CFR 100.5(g)(2), (3) and 
(4) shall be used to determine whether 
entities are affiliated for purposes of 
this paragraph. 

(j) Non-applicability of state law in de-
termining status of membership organiza-
tions. The status of a membership orga-
nization, and of members, for purposes 
of this section, shall be determined 
pursuant to paragraphs (d) through (i) 
of this section and not by provisions of 
state law governing unincorporated as-
sociations, trade associations, coopera-
tives, corporations without capital 
stock, or labor organizations. 

(k) Definition of election. For purposes 
of this section, election means two sepa-
rate processes in a calendar year, to 
each of which the $2,000 threshold de-
scribed above applies separately. The 
first process is comprised of all pri-
mary elections for Federal office, 
whenever and wherever held; the sec-
ond process is comprised of all general 
elections for Federal office, whenever 
and wherever held. The term election 
shall also include each special election 
held to fill a vacancy in a Federal of-
fice (11 CFR 100.2(f)) or each runoff 
election (11 CFR 100.2(d)). 

(l) Definition of corporation. For pur-
poses of this section, corporation means 

any separately incorporated entity, 
whether or not affiliated. 

(m) Reporting. When the aggregate 
costs under this section exceed $2,000 
per election, all costs of the commu-
nication(s) shall be reported on the fil-
ing dates specified in 11 CFR 104.6, and 
shall include the total amount ex-
pended for each candidate supported. 

§ 100.135 Use of a volunteer’s real or 
personal property. 

No expenditure results where an indi-
vidual, in the course of volunteering 
personal services on his or her residen-
tial premises to any candidate or polit-
ical committee of a political party, 
provides the use of his or her real or 
personal property to such candidate for 
candidate-related activity or to such 
political committee of a political party 
for party-related activity. For the pur-
poses of this section, an individual’s 
residential premises shall include a 
recreation room in a residential com-
plex where the individual volunteering 
services resides, provided that the 
room is available for use without re-
gard to political affiliation. A nominal 
fee paid by such individual for the use 
of such room is not an expenditure. 

§ 100.136 Use of a church or a commu-
nity room. 

No expenditure results where an indi-
vidual, in the course of volunteering 
personal services to any candidate or 
political committee of a political 
party, obtains the use of a church or 
community room and provides such 
room to any candidate for candidate- 
related activity or to any political 
committee of a political party for 
party-related activity, provided that 
the room is used on a regular basis by 
members of the community for non-
commercial purposes and the room is 
available for use by members of the 
community without regard to political 
affiliation. A nominal fee paid by such 
individual for the use of such room is 
not an expenditure. 

§ 100.137 Invitations, food, and bev-
erages. 

The cost of invitations, food, and 
beverages is not an expenditure where 
such items are voluntarily provided by 
an individual in rendering voluntary 
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personal services on the individual’s 
residential premises or in a church or 
community room as specified at 11 CFR 
100.106 and 100.107 to a candidate for 
candidate-related activity or to a polit-
ical committee of a political party for 
party-related activity, to the extent 
that: The aggregate value of such invi-
tations, food and beverages provided by 
the individual on behalf of the can-
didate does not exceed $1,000 with re-
spect to any single election; and on be-
half of all political committees of each 
political party does not exceed $2,000 in 
any calendar year. 

§ 100.138 Sale of food and beverages by 
vendor. 

The sale of any food or beverage by a 
vendor (whether incorporated or not) 
for use in a candidate’s campaign, or 
for use by a political committee of a 
political party, at a charge less than 
the normal or comparable commercial 
charge, is not an expenditure, provided 
that the charge is at least equal to the 
cost of such food or beverage to the 
vendor, to the extent that: The aggre-
gate value of such discount given by 
the vendor on behalf of any single can-
didate does not exceed $1,000 with re-
spect to any single election; and on be-
half of all political committees of each 
political party does not exceed $2,000 in 
a calendar year. 

§ 100.139 Unreimbursed payment for 
transportation and subsistence ex-
penses. 

(a) Transportation expenses. Any unre-
imbursed payment for transportation 
expenses incurred by any individual on 
behalf of any candidate or political 
committee of a political party is not an 
expenditure to the extent that: 

(1) The aggregate value of the pay-
ments made by such individual on be-
half of a candidate does not exceed 
$1,000 with respect to a single election; 
and 

(2) On behalf of all political commit-
tees of each political party does not ex-
ceed $2,000 in a calendar year. 

(b) Subsistence expenses. Any unreim-
bursed payment from a volunteer’s per-
sonal funds for usual and normal sub-
sistence expenses incident to volunteer 
activity is not an expenditure. 

§ 100.140 Slate cards and sample bal-
lots. 

The payment by a State or local 
committee of a political party of the 
costs of preparation, display, or mail-
ing or other distribution incurred by 
such committee with respect to a 
printed slate card, sample ballot, palm 
card, or other printed listing(s) of three 
or more candidates for any public of-
fice for which an election is held in the 
State in which the committee is orga-
nized is not an expenditure. The pay-
ment of the portion of such costs allo-
cable to Federal candidates must be 
made from funds subject to the limita-
tions and prohibitions of the Act. If 
made by a political party committee, 
such payments shall be reported by 
that committee as disbursements, but 
need not be allocated in committee re-
ports to specific candidates. This ex-
emption shall not apply to costs in-
curred by such a committee with re-
spect to the preparation and display of 
listings made on broadcasting stations, 
or in newspapers, magazines, and simi-
lar types of general public political ad-
vertising such as billboards. But see 11 
CFR 100.24, 104.17(a), and part 300, sub-
part B for exempt activities that also 
constitute Federal election activity. 

§ 100.141 Payment by corporations and 
labor organizations. 

Any payment made or obligation in-
curred by a corporation or labor orga-
nization is not an expenditure if under 
the provisions of 11 CFR part 114 such 
payment or obligation would not con-
stitute an expenditure by the corpora-
tion or labor organization. 

§ 100.142 Bank loans. 

(a) General provisions. Repayment of a 
loan of money to a candidate or a polit-
ical committee by a State bank, a fed-
erally chartered depository institution 
(including a national bank) or a deposi-
tory institution whose deposits and ac-
counts are insured by the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation or the Na-
tional Credit Union Administration is 
not an expenditure by the lending in-
stitution if such loan is made in ac-
cordance with applicable banking laws 
and regulations and is made in the or-
dinary course of business. A loan will 
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